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INTRODUCING

 S T O K E S   C R O F T

MUSEUM

AND

FAKE MEMORY ARCADE
OVERVIEW

On the 13th of August 2010, the diversity of life in Stokes Croft will snap into focus with the opening of Stokes Croft Museum: A small independent space opposite Hamilton House on Stokes Croft. Conceived and created by Katy Bauer. Informed and constructed in partnership with The People’s Republic of Stokes Croft. 

The project aims to shift the reverence automatically afforded museum environments from the past to the present. With local visitors encouraged to add anecdote, knowledge, ephemera, and fresh observation. These contributions will create an archive and the museum experience will become increasingly layered and changing because of it. People will stamp themselves directly into history instead of waiting for someone to get it all wrong a hundred years hence. 

The museum contains what is apparent - chips, dogs, the post office – and also reveals that which is hidden: artists, anarchists, policy, the shattered, and the generous. Some of the displays will be curious inventions, however, all the displays will be true!

The museum is intended to be a permanent fixture in Stokes Croft. The initiative receives no funding.

STOKES CROFT MUSEUM : REMEMBERING THE PRESENT
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STOKES CROFT MUSEUM

OTHER ASPECTS

The full title of the museum is:

Stokes Croft Museum & Fake Memory Arcade

incorporating 

Stokes Croft Fine Arts Academy, 

Observation Platform, and Exhibitionist Showroom

Stokes Croft Fine Arts Academy

The museum will open on Mondays and Tuesdays for drawing classes. It will also house a small art reference library. 

Observation Platform

There is a specially built observation platform in the centre of the museum, where visitors will be encouraged to sit, drink coffee, use the library, and write down or commentate on whatever they observe in the street below. These written, sketched, or recorded observations will form part of the museum archive.

Exhibitionist Showroom
The space will also be used for performance, projections, and other live exhibits. The spectacular museum window will become a kind of screen, facing directly onto the street. The audience will be whoever’s passing at the time. Anyone with a good idea is welcome to access the space.

THE STOKES CROFT MUSEUM WILL BE: ALIVE


For more information please contact:

bauerkaty@gmail.com
INVITATION INVITATION INVITATION INVITATION INVITATION

YOU ARE 

I N V I T E D 

TO THE LAUNCH OF
S T O K E S   C R O F T

MUSEUM
LAUNCH DATE:  


13th August 2010

TIME: 




7PM – 10PM

ADDRESS: 



81 – 83 STOKES CROFT 

(OPPOSITE HAMILTON HOUSE)

CONTACT DETAILS:

bauerkaty@gmail.com
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INTERVIEW WITH KATY BAUER

Q:
Why do you think Stokes Croft in particular deserves a museum?

A:
Every place probably deserves a museum. Every small place. Every neighbourhood. We have become so globalised we have forgotten who we are. We feel like we don’t exist half the time because everyone’s, focussing on the big picture through TV and other media. 

As for Stokes Croft in particular, it needs something that allows people to pay attention to what is going on here, now and in the recent past, because it is remarkable. PRSC’s Chris Chalkley said: “Stokes Croft is the most interesting and culturally diverse area in Bristol, boasting more honesty, beauty and truth than any other part of the city. It is precisely because Stokes Croft has been neglected, that people of all backgrounds and circumstance have learned to co-exist in an enclave of tolerance that few from outside this magical area can begin to understand.” – and that’s true. It also has massive problems ….

Q:
Why a museum and not something else, a gallery perhaps?

A:
Everything comes down to context. The museum context is entirely different to a gallery or a community centre. A museum is more inclusive. All sorts of people access museums. I’d say probably the greatest diversity of people. It’s important that the experience is not cut off to anyone. That people feel comfortable accessing it. It’s about everyone, so everyone should see it. People also tend to take whatever is in a museum seriously. 

Q: 
What is included in the museum?

A:
Whatever I was able to notice as significant and whatever I managed to pull off. Categories include: graffiti; dogs; chips; the post office; homelessness; addiction; music; economy; artists; independence. There are also more obscure displays, like: Bears. Bears are something of a theme in the area: a poet, a sculpture, the legend of the bear /bride of Jamaica Street, the Bearpit at the bottom end of Stokes Croft (a political hot potato).There are about twenty-eight categories. 

Q:
Is there anything you’ve left out?

A: 
Of course. I’m not funded, I’m not an historian, and I’m not even local, I’m from Cape Town. Children are something I would like to include at some point, but I just don’t know anything about them in Stokes Croft, so I’d rather leave it out for now. I’m hoping local parents will be able to inform that display once the museum is open. I’ve probably got lots of things wrong too, but that’s okay, there will be a red marker available to anyone who makes a good enough case for putting a line through something that’s wrong.

Q: 
I thought being wrong was part of the museum’s ethos, fake memory etc?

A: 
Fake memory is intentional. Being wrong is not. I don’t mind making things up as long as they add something, but I hope I’m not just plain wrong. 

Q:
If there’s one thing you would like the museum to achieve, what would it be?

A:
For the diversity in Stokes Croft to be acknowledged and valued, thereby making its residents and workers less vulnerable to rapacious development. The world is full of stories about the tragic loss of such environments after the fact. That’s just not good enough. We need to make sure we acknowledge things other than profitability as being precious. 

ENDS

