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Blue Pennant stone

Linear pavement

Ornamental grasses

Reference image: Linear pavement with grasses, High Line by Diller Scofidio + Renfro
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Designer’s Statement: 

Concept: The vacant site, 52 Stokes Croft, was originally Clements
the pharmacist. The scheme seeks to re-incarnate the memory of
the building for a new generation of Bristolians.

The ‘Shadow House’ is a living piece of architecture; a lightweight
metal framework for climbing plants that will bring a rich tapestry
of colour and nature to the area. The structure will mimic the upper
levels of the missing shop, leaving the space of the ‘roof’ open to
the sky. Pendant lights hanging in the void suggest the locations of
rooms and will transform the site at night.

The boundary line of the historic ground floor will be traced in the
pavement with a flush brass strip and new paving. The base of the
cantilevered structure will be hidden by a new wall, decorated as a
Victorian pharmacy cabinet, but used as the community notice-
board.

Structure: The structure is a lightweight, braced steel frame
providing a stiff substructure for the wires upon which plants
will grow. The steelwork cantilevers out from columns hidden
behind the existing buttresses and uses tension cables to control
deflection against gravitational and wind loads. 

The frame has no connection back to the existing buildings and
derives its stability from small piled foundations at the base of
each vertical tower.  

Planting: Chosen for their colour, fragrance, hardiness and speed
of growth, the following climbing plants will be used: Chocolate
vine, Japanese honeysuckle and Kiftsgate climbing rose. Deep
planters fixed to the steel structure will integrate a timed
irrigation system. The vertical wires will have climbing studs to
help the climbers twine and prevent slipping, and because these
plants twine, they will not cling to neighbouring buildings. In
the first growing season maintenance will be required to train
the climbers over the structure and general plant care, with slow
release fertiliser applied manually each year, thereafter minimal
maintenance will be required.

About us: Dallas Pierce Quintero is an architectural practice
fascinated by responding to, influencing and designing within the
public realm - furniture, landscapes, buildings and cities.
Community-led design and consultation is key to how we work. We
are CABE facilitators and were recently workshop leaders for The
Architecture Foundation’s youth programme.

Dallas Pierce Quintero came to prominence after winning the
London Borough of Southwark and First Base’s ‘Amelia Street ‘
competition. This 3-hectare public realm project is due to go on
site later this year and has community food growing at the heart
of its design.

Our collaborators: Momentum is an award winning, medium
sized civil and structural engineering practice based in   Bath  .
Particular expertise lies in fabric structures, bespoke structures,
sustainable structures, conservation and re-use. SEED is a
landscape design practice based in the South West that seeks to
create a sense of involvement and place through public and
private projects. They seek to encourage creative engagement
between people and nature, and current projects include schools
and housing.

Designer’s Statement: 

The aim of my proposal for the City Road site is to create an
artwork as well as an environment that celebrates Stokes Croft.
I am proposing that the site will become the gateway to the area,
an attractive place that marks the entrance to the
neighbourhood and invites visitors as well as locals to explore.

I am very intrigued by the buttresses of No 54 Stokes Croft. My
main public art proposal for the site – the Green House - is to
create an extension to those buttresses, a further aid memoir
for the lost architecture. Between the buttresses the building
appears to have been reclaimed by nature. Structural steel will
provide supposed remainders of floors and walls, giving the
impression of a semi-demolished house. But, here, rather then
seeing the leftovers of human habitation, the proposed floor
stumps have been taken over by nature, lush plants growing
where there were once rooms. On the ground level the plants
continue partially onto the pavement. 

Information Point: Stokes Croft has a vibrant art scene with a
large concentration of artists working in the area as well as a
vibrant street art culture. I feel it is essential to involve the area’s
rich art scene in the scheme. My proposed Information Point will
welcome visitors to Stokes Croft Cultural Quarter, provide
information about the area’s rich cultural activities and house a
community notice board.  Made from stainless steel.

Planting: The planting on the three different ‘floor levels’ of the
Green House will be bamboo, mainly Pseudosasa Japonica mixed
with some other species. Bamboo is very hardy, lush and
provides a dense ‘hedge’ of lovely swaying stems. On the floor
level the bamboo will be under-planted with grasses, providing
a transition into the paving area. Grasses will also be planted
below the information point.

Paving: The paving will be laid in linear slabs of blue pennant
stone from Wales. The paving is laid to follow the directions
North, South, East and West, creating an attractive pattern,
while helping visitors to orientate themselves.

Designer’s Statement: 

The transformation of the City Road gateway site is central in
sustaining the renaissance currently underway in Stokes Croft. A
situation inspired through direct action at the grassroots. 

Our commitment in design is to ensure that Stokes Croft remains
a place of outstanding creativity in both individual and shared
eccentricities, an open outdoor gallery, a living, breathing, evolving
sculpture. As much forum for local voices, as inviting destination,
welcoming one-and-all. A place of social inclusion.

Its current state is a place where traffic converges, where the
disaffected meet, where fast-cars and fast-food are advertised and
rubbish is dumped.  

The entire spirit of our design has been immersed in how to reverse
this and work toward healing this ugly scar, giving to Stokes Croft
a beautiful place for people to enjoy instead. A space affirming the
unique identity of Stokes Croft – one full of creativity and respect,
vitality and independence of spirit. Beauty from ashes. 

Our design represents a response to the brief that has developed
and matured according to both local need and a vision. This vision
is composed of a blending of the arts, sustainable
design/technology and nature with central focus upon the social.
This proposal is radical in its deep desire to inspire and innovate
yet conservative in its sensitive to the history of the site.

Concepts, Structures, Materials, and Features: This design aims to
manifest an idea that expresses mindful functionality. That
everything at the site has been carefully considered and has
purpose. We have also engaged with the idea of urban
acupuncture - an application of art and environmental architecture
at a focal point that stimulates a new energy. An energy that can
be used in re-imagining how we live and plan our areas.

The preservation of original buttresses as a visual connective to
history is imperative. An approach sensitive to the integrity of the
adjoining Grade II listed building of equal importance. For this, the
supporting structure will be freestanding, respectfully asserting
its right to be. 

The material for the structure will be engineered wood,
maintaining our vision of working sustainably with nature.
Reclaimed naval steel the principal component for the noticeboard
and recycling bin. 

Vertical Garden and Green Roof: Welcoming nature back to Stokes
Croft. Bird-houses built into lush greenery. Award-winning
landscape design team. Part of a local movement to create a
corridor of biodiversity.

Innovative Art: Striking 10metre high woodcarvings in black and
white framing nature (Jonathan Farr), tiled-murals weaving local
histories into the present (Stokes Croft China), inspired urban art
(PRSC). Artistic evolution guaranteed.

Community Station:Rehydrating Stokes Croft with drinking water
fountain. Interactive notice board facilitating transmission of ideas
and events. Free bicycle air pump. ‘Velostation’ – donated bicycles
ingeniously used to charge mobile phones and play amplified
music.

Outdoor Gallery: Stokes Croft is blessed by artistic talent at
Jamaica Street Studio, Stokes Croft Studio, Coexist, and more.
Providing a unique and eye-catching location for art to be exhibited
and sold. 

Community Event Space: Creating a place where people have a
stake and interest in the locale. A space to evolve models of
community interaction limited only by our imagination. Links to
local groups and a progressive local volunteer network at Coexist.

Sustainability:Economic and environmental sustainability are core
design aims. The excellent SSW orientation offers fantastic
potential at this green gateway for solar panels. Within our budget
we have designed a structure to support 10 panels, with additional
funding we can deploy them. Future friendly thinking.

About:This is a local project. All designers and artists work within
80 metres of the site. Significant creative work has gone into
linking up with groups, organisations and companies within
Bristol. Almost all work will be carried out in the area. 

Eudaimon are two brothers. Optimistic realists. Philosophical and
political animals working in sustainable urban design, who revel
in the application of ideas that promote and inspire healthy,
flourishing living in cities.




